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The rich history and varied landscape of Talkin Tarn Country Park make it 
the perfect place for a school or group visit. At 125 acres there is a large 
variety of habitats to discover such as an ancient woodland, glacial tarn and 
wildflower meadow. Follow the 1.3 mile accessible path round the Tarn, and 
the smaller trails that lead off it, to explore, experience and enjoy the wealth of 
opportunities that Talkin Tarn Country Park has to offer.

Welcome to Talkin Tarn

Image - Geograph © Copyright Colin Park : Evening at Talkin Tarn, licensed for reuse under 
the Creative Commons Licence (CC BY-SA 2.0), image unchanged. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEPXkqBiEXM
https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/4335
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Facilities

Image 2 (Kayaks) - Talkin Adventures. Image 3 (Canoes) - Talkin Adventures.

Image 1 - (Talkin Tarn: tea room and play area).  
North Pennines AONB Partnership

Talkin Tarn Country Park is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

• Toilets (open 9am-5pm).

• Car park with a coach area and 
disabled parking spaces. Current 
car parking charges can be found 
here: https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/
talkintarn/Find-Us

• Log cabin 

 Situated in the woodland, the 
log cabin is available to hire for 
groups. It is fully accessible and 
is well equipped with tables and 
chairs, toilets and a small kitchen area. To book the log cabin please visit: 
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/talkintarn/facilities-hire.

• Talkin Adventures

 Offering a wide range of activities, Talkin Adventures 
will create a bespoke outdoor adventure and team 
building package to ensure an exciting, action packed 
day for your group! To book a bespoke package visit  
http://talkinadventures.com/

https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/talkintarn/Find-Us
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/talkintarn/Find-Us
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/talkintarn/facilities-hire
http://talkinadventures.com/


Resources

Six educational resources are available to support you to plan and deliver an 
exciting visit to Talkin Tarn Country Park for your group. Each resource has a 
wide range of activities for you to choose from or draw inspiration from.

Art at the Tarn
Engage with art whilst exploring the natural beauty 
at Talkin Tarn. Observe and take inspiration from the 
wealth of patterns, shapes, colours and textures in 
nature and encounter different wildlife, flora and fauna 
through an art lens. Try your hand at making art tools 
from the natural materials at hand and create your 
own unique pieces of art.

Beneath the Surface
Discover what lies beneath the surface of Talkin Tarn 
Country Park and the surrounding area. How has the 
geology below our feet shaped the land above it and 
the communities who live there, now and in the past?
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https://www.northpennines.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Art-at-the-Tarn-Educational-Resource.pdf
https://www.northpennines.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Beneath-the-Surface-Educational-Resource.pdf


Nature Detectives
Uncover nature’s hidden secrets through mathematical 
exploration and investigation. Use the power of maths 
to reveal nature’s incredible patterns and designs and 
discover more about the lives of trees and animals that 
inhabit Talkin Tarn Country Park.

 
Reading the Landscape
Using literacy and historical enquiry skills, explore 
the natural, industrial and social heritage of Talkin 
Tarn Country Park and be inspired to create your own 
literary masterpiece. Discover the root meaning of 
some of the plants and trees found here, learn of the 
myths, fables and historical events linked with the 
landscape, and explore ways to appreciate its beauty, 
history and importance in literary terms. 

 
Wildlife Matters 
Learn how Talkin Tarn provides a variety of habitats 
(homes) for a wide range of mammals, birds and 
insects to create a web of food chains liable to constant 
adaptation. Discover ways to engage with the natural 
environment through close observation of signs, 
clues and patterns of animal behavior and grow to 
appreciate plants and trees as truly living creatures 
responding all the time to an ever changing landscape.  

 
Wonderful Water
Discover more about the main feature of Talkin Tarn 
Country Park, the Tarn itself. Learn how the glacial tarn 
was formed, imagine what animals might live in its 
depths and explore its rich history. Explore the role of 
water resistance and take on the challenge of creating 
a miniature boat using natural materials. 
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https://www.northpennines.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Nature-Detectives-Educational-Resource.pdf
https://www.northpennines.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Reading-the-Landscape-Education-Resource.pdf
https://www.northpennines.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Wildlife-Matters-Educational-Resource.pdf


Map

The coloured dots suggest locations to carry out activities with a group. 
Descriptions of each of the locations are given below. 
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         Fell Viewpoint

 This place offers a panoramic viewpoint out to the fields and fells beyond Talkin 
Tarn Country Park. A sandstone monument at the top of the viewpoint is a great 
starting point to discuss the geology of the local area whilst looking out to the 
fells where coal mining and limestone quarrying used to take place.  

         Wildlife Haven

Discover a stunning wildflower meadow in spring and summer; home to a huge 
variety of insects, it is a great place to carry out a bug hunt. Access the bird hide 
all year round and use the colourful mural, painted by local artist Lydia Leith, to 
identify your sightings.

         Interesting Island

Although not quite an island, this area certainly has the feeling of one as it sticks 
out into the tarn. Small sandy beaches offer access to calm and shallow water, 
ideal for spotting wildlife or testing out boats made from natural materials. 

         Low Woodland

With soft moss underfoot and a variety of trees, such as oak and beech, this is 
a lovely woodland to explore and is easily accessible via a short trail from the 
main path.

 

         High Woodland 

The view from the top is worth the climb from the main path. A lovely flat area 
awaits you with great views over the tarn and ancient trees towering overhead.

         Flat and Open Space 

Located just next to the main path, this is an accessible flat and open space. 
Discover a variety of trees and see if you can spot the animal wood carvings.



Organising Your Visit

Book Your Visit
To book your self-guided visit to Talkin Tarn Country Park, please contact 
Heather Thomlinson, Visitor and Catering Manager:  01697 741050  
Heather.Thomlinson@carlisle.gov.uk 

If you are using the Beneath the Surface resource and you would like to use 
the rock bag during your visit (it contains rock samples and copies of historical 
photographs), please contact Heather using the details above. 

Risk Assessment
Carry out a site risk assessment before your visit or use the provided Talkin Tarn 
Country Park generic site risk assessment. Remember to also carry out an on 
the day risk assessment to account for any variables such as weather.

Organise Transport
Talkin Tarn Country Park has a large car park with a coach area and disabled 
parking. Find out more information and current parking charges here:  
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/talkintarn/Find-Us

You can also travel to Talkin Tarn Country Park by bus or rail. A short footpath 
will take you to and from Brampton station to Talkin Tarn Country Park.

• Look after all creatures, both great and small; remember you are 
visitors in their home.

• Leave only footprints; remember to take your litter home with you. Take 
down any dens or art after you have finished creating or using them.

• Make use of natural materials, such as leaves and sticks,  
that are already on the ground. 

• Be aware of other visitors; don’t approach any dogs.

Image - Pixabay  
https://pixabay.com/vectors/shoe-print-boot-mark-traces-36730/

mailto:Heather.Thomlinson%40carlisle.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/talkintarn/visitor-information
https://pixabay.com/vectors/shoe-print-boot-mark-traces-36730/ 

