
 

 
 

Fellfoot Fables: 
Workshop 2 

 
Building a Poem 

 
 
STEP 1: Look at your notes from Workshop 1 to remind yourself what you noticed.  
 
STEP 2: We’re going to be turning these notes into a first draft of a poem.  
 

For inspiration, watch Video 4: Offcomer 
 
What do you notice about the way Cumbria is described in the poem? Are there any parts 
you recognise as being like the Cumbria you know? Think about how the poem is structured. 
What’s repeated all the way through? Does this change at any point? Think how you might 
be able to use this way of writing in your own poem.  
 
STEP 3: Watch Video 5: Putting It All Together, then use the advice in the video to start 
building your own poem. 
 
A few things to remember:  
 

 Don’t forget to use the notes you made in Workshop 1! You’ve already done the hard 
work, so there’s no point wasting it.  

 Poems don’t have to rhyme. In fact, if you try not to rhyme, then you’re giving 
yourself room to be more imaginative, and probably write a better poem as a result. 

 Try to be as detailed and descriptive as possible – this will help your poem.  
 If you’re struggling, then feel free to use a repeated phrase to structure your poem. 

For example, ‘I come from a land’.  
 
By the time you’re done, you should have a first draft of a poem. Don’t worry if it isn’t perfect 
– we’ll be looking at how to make it better in Workshop 3. 
 
 

STEP 4: Find out some facts about an artist or writer. You can either research one of your 
choosing, or use me as your example – it’s up to you! (Hint: if you do decide to write about 
me, you might one to watch Video 1 again to help with this).  
 
Then fill out the ‘Workshop 2’ bit on the Arts Award Worksheet.  
 

You can find all the videos, worksheets and workshop material online here: 
https://www.northpennines.org.uk/what_we_do/fellfoot-forward/fellfoot-forward-art-and-

stories/fellfoot-fables/fables-schools/ 


