Low Force footpath Special Invertebrate Site
Habitats
Flower-rich grassland and bare areas

Images: cinnabar moth, red-legged shieldbug, small heath butterfly © northeastwildlife.co.uk

The footpath verges feature fantastic
examples of upland haymeadow flowers,
as well as Teesdale specialties such as
alpine bistort and shrubby cinquefoil. Bare
areas along the footpath provide basking
and nesting habitat. Bluebells are
abundant beneath woodland in the spring,
while wood crane’s-bill and tormentil
provide food for pollinators during June
and July. Knapweed, devil’s-bit scabious,
great burnet and small areas of heather
support late-season pollinators and
associated species.

Running water and wet flushes

The river Tees flows alongside the footpath,
with pools and fast flowing stretches.
Additional flushes and isolated pools can be
found flowing into, or sitting beside, the
river. These habitats support a range of
freshwater, marsh and larval invertebrates.
Riparian trees
A mixture of species including willow,
rowan and alder can be found beside the
river, providing shelter for adult riverflies as
well as food plants and structure for other
species.

Species
Blotch-winged dronefly
and furry dronefly
(pictured), plus marsh
and downlooker
snipeflies, use the wet
flushes.
Tormentil mining bees,
painted mining bees,
grey mining bees and
maritime mason-wasps
(pictured) all nest in
bare areas at this site.
Trees support alder
sawflies, kidney-spot
ladybirds and red-legged
shieldbugs (pictured),
and shelter caddisflies,
such as Beraea pullata.
Day flying moths include
white-barred gold,
antler moth and
cinnabar moth
(pictured).
Grassland is home to the
clay-coloured weevil
(pictured), orchid beetle
and soldier beetle,
Cantharis nigricans.
Spear thistle lacebugs,
large knapweed aphids,
moss carder bees and
small heath butterflies
(pictured) use flowers.
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Terrain: the route follows a bare track with
some uneven, damp areas, slippery rocks
and stiles. There is a steep drop to the river
Tees in places. Care is need beside the river
as it can be very fast flowing at times.
Survey route length: 1.2 miles
The flower-rich grassland is fragile. Please
remain on the footpath while following the
survey route.
The directions to the survey route include a
small section of road with fast moving traffic.
Please take care when crossing this road.
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