
Audio records 
 
Beamish Museum 
Beamish Museum, located a total of 16 interviews in the museum archive in which 
some discussion of haymaking had taken place, the earliest dating from 1977, the 
most recent from 1997.  Some of these only mention haymaking, or an aspect of it, 
in passing; others go into more detail.  Only four of the recordings can be definitely 
pinned down to the North Pennines area.   
 
Some interesting descriptive material has been captured in these interviews.  Mrs 
Gowland, from Holwick in Teesdale, interviewed in 1983 recalled ‘children and 
everybody, helping with haymaking’.  Women would help with the ‘raking mostly’ and 
she explained that the hay ‘all had to be raked into sort of rows, you see.  And then it 
was thrown up onto what you called the pikes’. 
 
Chester Armstrong of Allendale, interviewed in 1991, remembered well when he was 
just school age that ‘there used to be old roadsters coming round and asking could 
they sleep in the barn overnight’.  His mother would give them some tea and he 
continued, ‘I’ve known my father say to them the day after they’d had their breakfast, 
if they would stay for the day he would give them their other meals, plus a shilling if 
they would work at the hay for the day and you know they were quite willing to do it’.  
Other than those ‘roadsters’ they never had any hired labour. 
 
The situation was different elsewhere.  Lucy Robson, a farm servant who lived at 
Ninebanks recalled, in a 1992 interview, ‘In the hay time we had what they called a 
hayman. Often there was these lads came from Alston, two or three of them, to see if 
they could get fixed up for the harvest time, and we got one of them for the summer’.  
She was expected to be in the hayfield as well though, ‘It was all hands on deck, 
everybody was out in the hay’ as she put it. 
 
‘Everybody got fit up with a rake, into rows and when it was dry enough you put it 
into pikes, you know the old fashioned pikes? But if it wasn't you put it into kyles…  A 
kyle’s about this size (about knee height) but a pike would stand about this height 
(about man’s height and maybe more pointed on the top). Some was put up bigger 
than others, well in the days of the horses you didn't put too big a pike up, until the 
tractor came on the go.’  

John Coulson, quoted from the Beamish Oral History Archives, speaking in 1992 
The longest and most amusing transcript is from an interview in 1992 with a pair of 
farm workers, Mr Willie Parker and Mr John Coulson from Allendale.  Recalling 
haymaking in the 1920s, they describe cutting a set, raking up and building ‘kyles’ & 
‘pikes’. 
Q.  Now what would be the deciding factor? When would you make a kyle, when 
would you make a pike and when would you make a stack? 
 
Mr P.  Oh, well, the deciding factor would be when the hay was ready. If you made a 
kyle it wasn't dry enough, it wanted another day or – and the kyle you would go and you
would break them out and give them another day. Then if it was fit enough that night 
you would pike it. 
 



Mr C. Mind, if you can mind Willie, there was some of them old fellows it had to be 
kyled, whether it was fit to pike or not it had to go through the rotation. I've seen my 
father and me get some proper arguments about these kyles! 
 
Mr P. Arguments, oh aye, yes because it had to be brittle and dry and mind that was a 
big mistake, because I mean if it had a… 
 
Mr C. If the hay hadn't had any rainwater you could take it a bit sharper than what you 
could if it had rain on it.  You had to be very careful to get it dry otherwise you got dust.

Willie Parker and John Coulson, from the Beamish Oral History Archives (1992)
 
National Collections 
It did not prove possible within the timescale of the project to do a broad sweep of 
oral history recordings that might exist in national collections but one that did emerge 
is from the British Library.  Its 'collectbritain' Survey of English Dialects 
(www.collectbritain.co.uk) has two recordings that mention 'haymaking' from the 
North Pennines: John Peart from Wearhead  b.1872 recorded 1954 (lasts about 5½ 
mins) and George Sparks from Allendale b.1898, recorded 1955 (c.2½ mins).  
 
John Peart's is most interesting as he used to do a lot of scything .  Of particular note 
is that he talks about the number of Irishmen who used to come to the Dale for hay 
time. This accords with what is said in Hartley & Ingelby’s book 'Life and Traditions in 
the Yorkshire Dales’ but which was rarely touched on by those interviewed as part of 
this project in the North Pennines. 
 
 

http://www.collectbritain.co.uk/

