
1 
 

OREsome Botanical Surveys 

Site dossier – Brandon Walls 

 
SAM list entry number: 1015831  
Grid ref.:   NY946411 
County:    County Durham  
Parish:    Stanhope  
Altitude:   300m 
Habitat:   Woodland and scrub 
 
 

1. Botanical interest 

This site is small and shaded by trees. The calaminarian grassland, with its typical metallophytes, has 

been lost but it now has a varied flora of woodland edge and wetland plants. These include giant 

bellflower (Campanula latifolia), wood cranesbill (Geranium sylvaticum), common spotted orchid 

(Dactylorhiza fuchsii), wood dock (Rumex sanguineum), melancholy thistle (Cirsium heterophyllum), 

hemp agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria), oxford ragwort (Senecio squalidus), and in wetter areas 

butterbur (Petasites hybridus), creeping forget-me-not (Myosotis secunda) and monkey flower 

(Mimulus x robertsii). Ferns thrive in places and include brittle bladder fern (Cystopteris fragilis). 

 
Map 1. Botanical interest at Brandon Wall, also showing the extent of the SAMs: 
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(1) area of mine structures and spoil. 

 

2. Site description 

This small mine site is set in woodland on the east bank of the Rookhope Burn, north of Eastgate. It 

was being worked by 1850, and was initially profitable because the lead ore was rich in silver. It soon 

failed though and was finally closed in 1903. The remains includes an ore works, with a large wheelpit, 

shaft, and the remains of a mine smithy and cottages. A low spoil mound extends 50m downstream 

and is revetted by a curving wall by the wheelpit.  

 

Mao 2. Location of Brandon Walls, showing the SAM in red. © Crown Copyright and database right 2015. All 

rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100024900. 

 

3. Previous surveys 

Brandon Walls was visited by Lizzie Maddison in September 2016 and described as mainly woodland 

with a patch of grassland and only one small patch of what appeared to be spoil or limestone with 

wild thyme. No metallophytes were found. 

No other records for the site have been traced. 

 

4. OREsome survey compartments 

Given the location of this small site in woodland, and the lack of calaminarian found on the preliminary 

visit, it can be surveyed as a single compartment with the objectives of locating any calaminarian, if it 

is there, and recording any other plants or habitats of interest. 

ID Grid ref. Description Known species of interest 

BW1  Spoil heap and ore works  
Table 1. OREsome survey compartments for Brandon Walls. 
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Map 3. OREsome survey compartments for Brandon Walls. 

 

5. OREsome survey results 

A full walk through survey by volunteers (Andrew Diamond, Jane Freisner and Lizzie Maddison) on 10th 

July 2017 confirmed that no calaminarian habitats remain. The site is very small (NY9463.4115 to 

NY9466.4101) and is now covered by open woodland. The area above Brandon Walls (along to 

NY9465.4107) was also examined and found to be very overgrown.  

In all 59 plant species were recorded, including Campanula latifolia, Rumex sanguineum, Agrimonia 

eupatoria, Senecio squalidus, Myosotis secunda, Petasites hybridus, Geranium sylvaticum, Mimulus x 

robertsii, Arctium minus, Cirsium heterophyllum, and the fern Cystopteris fragilis. The full list is shown 

below: 

Latin name English name 

Trees  
Alnus glutinosa alder 

Craegus monogyna hawthorn 

Fraxinus excelsior ash 

Prunus padus bird cherry 

Grasses etc.  
Agrostis stolonifera creeping bent 

Arrhenatherum elatius false oat-grass 

Cynosurus cristatus crested dogstail 

Dactylis glomerata cocksfoot 

Deschampsia cespitosa tufted hair-grass 

Festuca ovina sheeps fescue 

Festuca rubra red fescue 

Holcus lanatus yorkshire fog 
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Latin name English name 

Juncus effusus soft rush 

Poa trivialis rough meadow-grass 

Forbs  
Achillea millefolium yarrow 

Aegopodium podograria ground elder 

Agrimonia eupatoria hemp agrimony 

Arctium minus lesser burdock 

Bellis perennis daisy 

Campanula latifolia giant bellflower 

Centaurea nigra knapweed 

Cerastium fontanum common mouse-ear 

Cirsium heterophyllum melancholy thistle 

Cirsium palustre marsh thistle 

Conopodium majus pignut 

Crepis paludosa marsh hawksbeard 

Cruciata laevipes crosswort 

Dactylorhiza fuchsii common spotted orchid 

Digitalis purpurea foxglove 

Filipendula ulmaria meadowsweet 

Galium aparine cleavers 

Geranium robertianum herb robert 

Geranium sylvaticum wood cranesbill 

Geum urbanum wood avens 

Hieracium sp.   

Lathyrus pratensis meadow vetchling 

Leontodon hispidus rough hawkbit 

Mercurialis perennis dogs mercury 

Mimulus x robertsii monkey flower 

Myosotis discolor changing forget-me-not 

Myosotis secunda creeping forget-me-not 

Myosotis sylvatica wood forget-me-not 

Oxalis acetosella wood sorrel 

Petasites hybridus butterbur 

Plantago lanceolata ribwort plantain 

Prunella vulgaris self-heal 

Ranunculus repens creeping buttercup 

Rumex acetosa sorrel 

Rumex sanguineum wood dock 

Senecio squalidus oxford ragwort 

Stachys sylvatica hedge woundwort 

Succisa pratensis devils-bit scabious 

Trifolium repens white clover 

Urtica dioica stinging nettle 

Veronica chamaedrys germander speedwell 

Vicia sepium bush vetch 

Viola riviniana violet 
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Latin name English name 

Ferns  
Athyrium filix-femina lady fern 

Cystopteris fragilis brittle bladder fern 

Dryopteris filix-mas male fern 

Table 2. Species recorded at Brandon Walls. 

The lichens and bryophytes of this site have not been recorded. 

 

6. Further investigation 

None required, although it might be worth checking for interesting lichens and bryophytes. 


