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OREsome North Pennines: Site Overview 

Brandon Walls lead mine and ore works 

Fig.1: Historic photo of Brandon Walls wheel, showing the lime kiln in the background 

 
SAM list entry number: 1015831  
Other designations: None 
Grid ref.:   NY946411 
County:    County Durham  
Parish:    Stanhope  
Altitude:   300m 
Habitat:   Woodland and scrub 
 

Highlights 

Archaeology: The site includes the ruined structures of a lead mine with a small associated ore works 

and a terrace of miners’ cottages. Features include the standing remains of a large wheelpit, with a 

shaft and settings for pumping machinery: the buried and earthwork remains of an ore processing 

area: and the standing ruins of a mine smithy. 

Botany: This site is small and shaded by trees. The calaminarian grassland, with its typical 

metallophytes, has been lost but it now has a varied flora of woodland edge and wetland plants. 

Geology: Almost no mineralisation is exposed on the site today. 
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Site description 

This small mine site is on the east bank of the Rookhope Burn, approximately 2km downstream of 

Rookhope.  The complex is partly wooded and overgrown. 

Brandon Walls mine is set within the wider, more extensive industrial landscape of Rookhope valley. 

This mine forms one of the more well preserved core areas of this landscape. 

 

Fig. 2 showing Scheduled Monument boundary  

 

Fig. 3 Location of Brandon Walls in relation to the other OREsome mine sites 
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Botanical interest 

This site is small and shaded by trees. The calaminarian grassland, with its typical metallophytes, has 

been lost but it now has a varied flora of woodland edge and wetland plants. These include giant 

bellflower (Campanula latifolia), wood cranesbill (Geranium sylvaticum), common spotted orchid 

(Dactylorhiza fuchsii), wood dock (Rumex sanguineum), melancholy thistle (Cirsium heterophyllum), 

hemp agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria), oxford ragwort (Senecio squalidus), and in wetter areas 

butterbur (Petasites hybridus), creeping forget-me-not (Myosotis secunda) and monkey flower 

(Mimulus x robertsii). Ferns thrive in places and include brittle bladder fern (Cystopteris fragilis). 

 

Geological interest 

This site currently includes no notable features of geological or mineralogical interest.  However, the 

OREsome geology report highlights four areas where the geology can be seen. This is summarised 

below. 

 

 

Fig. 4 Geological features of interest 

 

1. intermittent exposures of the beds between the top of the Four Fathom Limestone and the base 

of the Great Limestone, including the Tuft sandstone, the sandstone unit that lies beneath the Great 

Limestone.  

 

2. Small spoil heaps between the shaft site and the Rookhope Burn are almost entirely overgrown 

except where eroded by the burn.  The visible spoil consists of shale and sandstone with brown 

‘limonite’ staining conspicuous in some blocks of altered limestone.  
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3. The partially collapsed collar of the mine shaft, together with its adjoining wheelpit, are obvious 

features of the site today.  

  

4. Although this site, and the nearby Chestergarth Quarry, lie outside the boundary of the Scheduled  

Monument, consideration of their features helps in placing Brandon walls Mine in its local geological 

context. 

 

Threats 

Archaeological: 11 condition assessment forms were completed. (See fig. 5 for location of survey 

features). All features were identified as under threat. The main threats are tree fall, tree growth, 

scrub growth, bracken growth, weather damage and footpath erosion. The risk level of these threats 

to the historic features was recorded as high.  

 

 
Fig. 5 Dots represent archaeological features surveyed. 

  

The partially collapsed collar of the mine shaft, together with its adjoining wheel pit are heavily 

overgrown and present a safety hazard to visitors that leave the footpath.  

 

Opportunities 

Archaeology: The mine setting, within the Rookhope valley and adjacent to the Weardale Way, has 

created an opportunity for the OREsome project to develop a self-guided trail. 

 

Botany: None identified. 

 

Geology: This site currently includes no notable features of geological or mineralogical interest.  

However, in the event of any remedial works being undertaken e.g. to enhance footpaths, 
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stabilisation or conservation of archaeological features, due note should be taken of any geological 

features that might be revealed by such operations. 
 

 


